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Bible Verse

Psalm 23

The Lord is my
shepherd, I lack
nothing. He makes
me lie down in
green pastures, he
leads me beside
quiet waters, he
refreshes my soul.
He guides me along
the right paths for
his name's sake.

Even though I walk
through the darkest
valley, I will fear no
evil, for you are with
me; your rod and
your staff, they
comfort me.You
prepare a table
before me in the
presence of my
enemies. You anoint
my head with

oil; my cup
overflows. Surely
your goodness and
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Living Word Ahwatukee 1 Youth Update for the week of 1/11/15

Hello Chris

This week, after letting go of our
baggage of Guilt & Bitterness from last
year and before, we started 2015 off
with a new series about Jesus and our
future.
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We started by looking at an interesting encounter, in John
3:1-6, between Jesus and a Pharisee named Nicodemus. We
talked about how Nicodemus was confused when Jesus told
him that he must be "born again" because he was thinking of
a physical birth. Jesus, however, was actually speaking about
a "spiritual" rebirth.

We said that we were created as spiritual beings and sin does
much damage to our spirit and it completely separates us
from God. We are spiritually "dead" (the consequence of sin
is death) so that a simple new coat of paint is not enough and
our spirit must be "born again" and made new to enter the
Kingdom of God.

We said that "entering the Kingdom of God" is not only for
our future, in heaven, but is also available for us to
experience right now in the present. Forgiveness, peace,
satisfaction, fulfillment, etc. are all available to be
experienced by us right now in Jesus Christ.

After discussing WHY we must be "born again" we then
asked HOW are we "born again".

The HOW came from one of the most recognizable verses
and also one of the most amazing truths in the Bible, John
3:16. Because it is so familiar, many just say the words
without getting what it is really saying.

We carefully studied each part of John 3:16 to really see and
understand that even though we definitely don't deserve it,
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love will follow
me all the days of
my life, and I will
dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.

Our Youth Life Skills
class with Tom is
every Wednesday
night at 7pm for all
Youth grades 7-12.

Don't miss these
great lessons that
you can immediately
apply to your own
every day life.
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God loves us so much that He gave us His Son, Jesus, to die
in our place to free us from the consequence of our sin and
allow us to have an everlasting life in a personal relationship
with Him and all we need to do to receive all of this is to
believe in Him. This is clearly amazingly good news!

We then took a closer look at Romans 10:9 and again found
that we need to believe, in our heart. We said we must
believe it in our heart because that is where our spirit lives
and it is in our spirit that we must believe. It also says that we
must speak it with our mouth and we remembered from
Romans 10:17 that our Faith comes from HEARING the
message so when we speak it, we hear it and have the faith to
believe it.

We ended with the Salvation Prayer but with perhaps a
little better understanding of what we were saying and why.

Don't miss our next lesson when we discuss what an
"abundant life" looks like in our future.

Salvation Prayer: Dear Father God, I ask you to forgive me of all my sin
and I ask you dear Jesus, to come into my life, come into my heart, be my
Lord and my Savior, in Jesus' name, Amen.

Upcoming Events

Mark this date on your calendar! (note: date change)
Coming up Friday, March 27, 2015 - Join us when we go see
the movie "Do you Believe?" on opening night, followed by an
overnight "lock-in" at LWA. More details to come. Check out
the official trailer below.

Parents, please let us know if you would be interested in being a
chaperone for either the movie or the lock-in or for both.

¢ PENAVEGA  LINDO  LOGAN WHITE SHEPHERD . MAJOH
FROM THE CREATORS (7}: ‘GOD's NOT DEAD”

DO YOU

BELIEVE?

COMING TO THEATERS SPRING 2015

WWW.DOYOUBELIEVE.COM
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Official Trailer
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Bible verses referenced in this week's lesson: John 3:1-18, Ezekiel 36:25-27, ™
Romans 10:9, Proverbs 4:23, Romans 10:17

{; Let us know if you have any questions. <
Have a blessed New Year,

# Chris & Michelle Miller /
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