
1 Youth Ministry
Grades 7-12

Contact Us

14647 S. 50th Street,
Suite 16
Phoenix, Arizona
85044
480-584-6116

Links
Email
Website
Facebook
I nstagram
Previous Lessons

Bible Verse

Romans 10 :17

17 Consequently, faith
comes from hearing
the message, and the
message is heard
through the word
about Christ.
 
 

Life Skil ls Class

Our Wednesday night
Youth Life Skills classes
with Tom are back!

Come out for fun,
fellowship and maybe
even a little learning
about topics important
to you. 

7:00pm every
Wednesday night only
at LWA!

L i vi n g Word Ah watu kee 1 Y ou th  U pdate f or th e week  of  1/10/16             

Greetings! 
 
We started this week with a discussion about wanting things or
doing things that may not always be in our best interest or
sometimes even be bad for us. We talked about why we would
want or do these things and came up with several main reasons
such as Peer Pressure, Acceptance or a Desire to have what
others have or to be like others.

We looked in 1 Samuel 8:1-9 to see the Israelites in a similar
situation where, even though God told them that an Earthly king
would not be good for them, they still abandoned God for
want of an Earthly king just like all of the other nations around
them had.

God repeatedly reminded them of all the good He had done
for them, how He will never leave them, how much He cares
for them and how much He loves them. He also warned them
of the consequences of having an Earthly king to rule them.

Still, the Israelites wanted a king like other nations had. In
God's grace, He not only did not abandon them when they
abandoned Him, He still showed that He cared for them and
even chose their Earthly king (Saul) for them. 

We said that this shows us that God still cares for us even
when we make poor choices. In fact, God used the Israelites'
poor choice of demanding a king, in the line of King David, to
bring the Messiah, Jesus, into the world proving that we are
never "too lost" to be saved.

We saw that this story was just an example of what happens to
all of us even today when we want to be more like the world
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around us than what God wants us to be. We sometimes forget
it is God who is always caring for us yet He never forgets us.

We looked at what Paul had to say in Romans 12:1-2 where
he talks about being different and not conforming to the world
by changing the way we think (renewing of our mind). We saw
that God not only asks us to choose to be different from the
world, He helps us to be different by changing the way we
think.

Standing out or being different from the world in the way we
talk, what we do, the way we dress, the friends we keep and in
the choices we make can be difficult for all of us which is why
God helps us, through the Holy Spirit.

We said that a verse such as this can be easily taken to mean
we should make a list of do's and don'ts but that was never
God's plan for us. God wants our hearts to be drawn into a
relationship with Him. When we allow Him to change the way
we think about things, we naturally think more like Him and
make choices more like Samuel did.

Samuel, at first, was angry that the Israelites would ask for any
king other than God yet he didn't give in to his anger and
instead went to God and asked what He wanted him to do.

We have to decide, do we truly want to know God's will (by
the renewing of our mind) or would we rather just do things
our own way, the world's way, and see what happens. 

We finished by each making a list of things that we do in our
own lives where we may want to do what the world wants or
expects instead of what God wants for us.

We looked at each of the items on our lists and asked
ourselves what is it that draws us more to the world than to
God in the actions and choices that we make on a daily basis.

In this way, we can make ourselves more aware of what is
leading us in the choices we make and examine our reasons for
making the choices we make without just simply following a
list of do's and don'ts.

A great, very simple example, was given asking why we eat
chocolate, or ice cream to feel better when we are upset and
need comfort when God is always there to comfort us any
time we ask? We said it's not necessarily bad to eat chocolate
as long as we don't depend on chocolate to give us the
comfort that only God can give. As long as we don't depend
on an Earthly king to give us what only God can give.

When we truly trust that God always wants what is best for us
and we start to think like He does through our relationship with
Him it becomes easier for us to go to Him, through the Holy



Spirit within us, for help or for guidance and it becomes easier
for us to follow His amazing plan for us.   

Join us next time as we continue our series on seeing the
Thread of the Gospel throughout the bible as we see what
makes a true king in God's eyes. 

Community Se rvice   

Our monthly community service
at Child Protective Services will
be THIS Saturday (January
16th) We meet at LWA at
9:30am and return after lunch.
 
Please call 602-684-1820 or email us with any
questions.

Bible verses referenced in this lesson: 1 Samuel 8:1- 9, 1 Samuel 10 :17- 24, Romans  
12 :1- 2 

Let us know if you have any questions.

Have a blessed Week,

Chris & Michelle Miller
1 Youth Ministry


