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Previous Lessons

John 3:16-18

16 For God so loved
the world that he gave
his one and only Son,
that whoever believes
in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.
17 For God did not
send his Son into the
world to condemn the
world, but to save the
world through him.

18 Whoever believes in
him is not condemned,
but whoever does not
believe stands
condemned already
becuse they have not
believed in the name
of God's one and only
Son.

Community Service

The LWA Youth, along
with several adult
volunteers provide an
ongoing monthly
community service
project with the
Department of Child
Services (DCS).

On the 3rd Saturday
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Living Word Ahwatukee 1 Youth Update for the week of 12/11/15

Bible Verse

Greetings!

bt AT AR I

Sie ﬁ?a;gjs‘ akead...

This last week we discussed Christmas. We started by listing and discussing all of
the various activities and traditions that we normally associate with celebrating
Christmas.

We then took a look at the birth of Jesus as described in Luke 2:1-20 and asked if
somebody who didn't know anything about Christmas would be able to tell what
Christmas was about by looking at our celebrations.

We discussed the true meaning of Christmas and found it in John 3:16 in where
God loved us so much that he gave us his son, Jesus, to save us from ourselves to
be in a personal relationship with Him and we did absolutely nothing to deserve it.

We said Christmas is really all about God's amazing unconditional love for us and
His giving us the most amazing gift ever in His Son Jesus Christ.

We thought about if somebody were to observe us celebrating Christmas, would
they know the true meaning of Christmas from watching us. We talked about
ways we could show others the true meaning of Christmas such as glorifying and
praising God for all He has done and sharing God's love and most of all telling
everyone all about God's amazing gift for all people in His Son Jesus Christ.

We said that it doesn't mean that we shouldn't be celebrating with presents, trees,
lights, Santa, etc. but we should also not let all these other things distract us from
the true meaning of Christmas or from sharing God's message of Love.

We then talked about while Christmas does fall around the pagan Winter solstice
holiday and we have adapted some similar traditions/rituals, Christmas has
NEVER been a pagan holiday and has ALWAYS been solely about the birth of
Jesus.

Also, December 25th is most likely NOT the actual day that Jesus was born (the
Bible does not say because it's really not important). It really doesn't matter what
the actual day was but it IS the day that we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

We said that Christmas is not about celebrating a day but is about celebrating an
event, an amazingly huge event. It is a day for celebrating and sharing God's ever
faithful and amazing unconditional love for us in the birth of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

Sharing that love with everyone is our thank you to God and is really what the

celebration of Christmas is all about.
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Bible verses referenced in this lesson: Luke 2:1-20, John 3:16
... Let us know if you have any questions.
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Have a blessed Week,
_ | Chris & Michelle Miller
£ 1 Youth Ministry |
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