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Bible VerseBible Verse

John 13 :34John 13 :34
 
34 "A new command I
give you: Love one
another. As I have
loved you, so you must
love one another.
35 By this everyone
will know that you are
my disciples, if you
love one another." 
 

Com m unity Ser viceCom m unity Ser vice

The LWA Youth, along
with several adult
volunteers provide an
ongoing monthly
community service
project with the
Department of Child
Services (DCS).

On the 3 rd3 rd Saturday
of each month we
meet at 10 :00am10 :00am at
the DCS offices located
at 1201 South Alma
School Road (on the SE
corner of Alma School
and Southern Ave.

We typically spend
about an hour or so
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Greetings! 
 

Last week we discussed Jesus' lesson about
loving our enemies or in other words, people
who are mean to us. We saw that Jesus basically
turned the Disciples' world upside down when
he included mean people with the neighbors we
are to love in Leviticus 19:18.    

Jesus used the actions of Love, Do Good,
Bless, and Pray For, with regards to people we would normally associate with
actions such as Hate, Treat Poorly, Curse, or Pray Against. We said that when
people are mean to us we typically, at the very least, hope that they "get what they
deserve" but more often we end up being mean back to them.

What Jesus was teaching goes against everything in our human nature and it's
probably one of the hardest things we are commanded to do. We said that when
Jesus said "If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also." He
was talking about when someone insults you. (in context, slapping someone was
an insult to their honor). 

When somebody insults you or is mean to you, your automatic response is to
insult or be mean back to them which leads to them insulting you, then you them,
and them back to you, and so on until somebody really gets hurt. Jesus was giving
us an alternative to automatically responding to hate with more hate but instead
responding to hate with love.

He summed it up when He said "Do to others as you would have them do to you."
We noted that He did not say do to others as they do to you but as you would
want them to do to you.

We agreed that is typically a pretty difficult thing to do and may even sometimes
seem impossible but we remembered that we have the Holy Spirit to help us and
with God all things are possible.

Jesus also tells us why we should love our enemies. He tells us that our reward
will be great and we will be children of the Most High. So, if we treat "mean
people" the same way that God does, it identifies us as His children and followers
of Jesus.

Not only does it identify us as Christians to others, since we all understand how
difficult it is to love people who are mean to us, it shows others the true power of
God in us. A power that others will want to know how to have in their lives as
well.

When we treat everyone with grace, forgiveness, and love we act in a way that is
completely opposite from how the world expects which makes a huge statement
for the power God has to transform our lives if we allow Him to.

We finished up by challenging everyone to identify somebody in their own lives
who is difficult or even impossible to love and show them the same love, grace,
and forgiveness that God gives us.
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cleaning the family
visitation rooms and
the toys that the
children play with
while they are there.

Please join us and be a
part of this blessing we
bring to these
children, to their
families and to the
tireless workers at DCS.

Life Skil ls ClassLife Skil ls Class

Our Youth Life Skills
class with Tom is every
Wednesday night at
7pm for all Youth
grades 7-12. 

Don't miss these great
lessons that you can
immediately apply to
your own every day
life.

Young Adult Ser viceYoung Adult Ser vice

Our weekly young
adult service, lead by
Jake, is every
Thursday at 6:30pm
for ages 18+.

Join us for Worship, a
great lesson,
fellowship, and
donuts!

There will also be
monthly activities as
well as mission
opportunities. 

We noted that their response may not always be positive but the seed planted will
begin to open their heart to God's love and start to change them from the inside.

We also said to never place ourselves in any dangerous situation. If it is not safe to
love them face to face then forgive and love them in prayer, praying that God will
open the eyes of their heart.
 

Upcoming Events!Upcoming Events!

Summer Camp is coming!Summer Camp is coming!

Sign up now for summer campSign up now for summer camp at
http://livingwordonline.com/event/summer-camp/ High School is
June5-8 and Jr. High is June 12-15. Each camp is $199. 

Camp is a time to have a truly divine experience with God that you will
remember for many years to come. Veteran camp leaders will be
personally discipling the kids in small groups, creating an atmosphere of
discovery and fun, delivering in-depth teachings and providing an
amazing praise and worship experience. Of course, all of the camp fun is
included as well. 

__________________________________________________

Michelle is  on the radio!Michelle is  on the radio!

Listen for Michelle's new Uplifting & Encouraging Christian Talk Show
live every Tuesday night from 7:00-8:00pm only at 
www.centralcityradio.com/king-fm

or listen to previous shows anytime at
www.centralcityradio.com/walking- in-grace

For those on Facebook, look for her page: walking in grace for
inspirational messages through the week.
 _________________________________________________ 

Personal Care I tems Drive:Personal Care I tems Drive:  

1 Youth is now continuing to collect "Personal Care Items" for the teens
in foster care throughout the year. Items for both male and female
teens are being collected in the two bins just outside our youth room.
These items will be sorted into personal bags and given to DCS to be
distributed to teens who may not even have their own tooth brush or
comb.

Whenever you're out shopping for your own personal care items such as
soap, deodorant, tooth paste, feminine hygiene items or when you see
the "travel size" shampoo, mouthwash, etc., pick up a few extra items
and drop them in the bins.

Help share God's love by letting these teens know that somebody really
does care about them.   

Bible verses referenced in this lesson: Luke 6:27- 36, Leviticus 19:18Bible verses referenced in this lesson: Luke 6:27- 36, Leviticus 19:18

Let us know if you have any questions.
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Have a blessed Week,

Chris & Michelle Miller
1 Youth Ministry


