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Bible VerseBible Verse

Matthew 23:23Matthew 23:23

23 "Woe to you,
teachers of the law
and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give
a tenth of your
spices-mint, dill and
cumin. But you have
neglected the more
important matters of
the law-justice,
mercy and
faithfulness. You
should have practiced
the latter, without
neglecting the
former. 
 

Bible StudyBible Study

Come check it our
midweek youth/adult
Bible study every
Wednesday night at
LWA starting at
7:00pm.

Community ServiceCommunity Service

The LWA Youth,
along with several
adult volunteers
provide an ongoing
monthly community

Living Word Ahwatukee 1 Youth Update for the week of 7/8/18Living Word Ahwatukee 1 Youth Update for the week of 7/8/18

Greetings! 
 

 
This week we talked
about the 613
commands found in
God's Law or the
Mosaic Law. We
specifically discussed
what is called the 10
commandments and

the fact that if we broke even just one of the 613 rules, we
had broken the entirety of God's Law.

We agreed that the biggest problem with The Law was that it
has been shown over and over, since Adam and Eve, that we
don't follow rules very well. There is no way we could ever
faithfully follow every rule on our own.

We also pointed out that some Christians may even break the
10 commandments WITH the 10 commandments
themselves. Many times the symbol or monuments of the 10
commandments can become so overly important to some
Christians that, much like the Pharisees of Jesus' day, their
focus is so much on the rules that they miss God's love and
grace which is the real heart of God's law and worship the
rules instead.

We then made the claim that we really don't even need to
follow the 10 commandments (or the rest of the law). For
explanation, we looked at Matthew 22:36-40 where Jesus
tells us that ALL of the Law and the Prophets hang on just
two commands. Love God and Love others.

We said that Jesus even upped the 2nd command in John
13:34-35 where he said we are to not only love others but to
love others as He loves us.

We said that the old covenant or law focuses on our sin and
what WE need to do while Jesus brings the new covenant of
love and grace which focuses on Jesus and what He has done
for us. The law brings condemnation while the new covenant
brings love, grace, and forgiveness.  
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service project with
the Department of
Child Services (DCS).

On the 3rd Saturday
of each month we
meet at 10:00am at
the DCS offices
located at 1201 South
Alma School Road
(on the SE corner of
Alma School and
Southern Ave.

We typically spend
about an hour or so
cleaning the family
visitation rooms and
the toys that the
children play with
while they are there.

Please join us and be
a part of this blessing
we bring to these
children, to their
families and to the
tireless workers at
DCS.

Foster Care TeensFoster Care Teens
Personal Care ItemsPersonal Care Items 

1 1 YouthYouth is continuing
to collect "Personal
Care Items" for the
teens in foster care
throughout the year.
Items for both male
and female teens are
being collected in the
two bins just outside
our youth room. These
items will be sorted
into personal bags and
given to DCS to be
distributed to teens
who may not even
have their own tooth
brush or comb.

Whenever you're out
shopping for your own
personal care items
such as soap,
deodorant, tooth paste,
feminine hygiene items
or when you see the
"travel size" shampoo,
mouthwash, etc., pick
up a few extra items
and drop them in the
bins.

Help share God's love
by letting these teens
know that somebody

As Jesus mentioned in Matthew 5:17, the new covenant
does not abolish the law. The law is still good to follow as it
is given by God and is chock full of good things, not just
random rules, to have us live better lives on Earth. 

What Jesus did was to have us focus on the heart of the law,
Love, and with that we will naturally follow the intent of
God's law without needing a list of rules that point out our
failures and condemn us. With our focus on Loving God and
others we don't honestly even want to sin.

So, by loving God and others, we don't really need to follow
a checklist of rules (which we can't do anyway). 

We then went a step further and said believe it or not, we
don't even have to follow those two commandments.

When Jesus ascended into Heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit
to live in us, to lead us, to guide us, to give us strength...The
Holy Spirit, being God's spirit can only do good and can only
bring glory to God. All we need to do is choose to listen.

We said that with the Holy Spirit in us, all we have to do is
to listen to and follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit to live
as God intended us to live full of love and grace without
needing a list of rules to follow. 

The Holy Spirit will never, ever, lead us to sin. If we ask and
if we choose to listen we don't need a list or have to be told
what to do or what not to do or be condemned when we mess
up. We will always do what is right naturally. We noted that
Jesus didn't follow a list of rules, He followed the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

Now, will we mess up and still sin sometimes? Sure, we're
still human flesh and we will make the mistake of not
listening to the Holy Spirit probably more often than we
should. But, through the love and grace of Jesus, God says,
it's okay, you are forgiven, try again.
 
 

Watch for our next event here!Watch for our next event here!
 

 
Watch here for Winter Jam information, Watch here for Winter Jam information, ChristianChristian
music's largest annual tour! music's largest annual tour! We will post as soon as weWe will post as soon as we
have dates, cost, and artists.have dates, cost, and artists.
 
 



really does care about
them.

Bible verses referenced in this lesson: Exodus 20, Matthew 23:23, Matthew 22:36-40, John 13:34-Bible verses referenced in this lesson: Exodus 20, Matthew 23:23, Matthew 22:36-40, John 13:34-
35, 2 Corinthians 3:7-9, Matthew 5:17, Romans 7:735, 2 Corinthians 3:7-9, Matthew 5:17, Romans 7:7

Let us know if you have any questions.

Have a blessed Week,

Chris & Michelle Miller
1 Youth Ministry


