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-1 Youth Ministry
Grades 7-12

14647 S. 50th Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85044
480-584-6116

Links
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Instagram
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A Attention all High
School & College Age
Students!

Trinity Zubeck is
putting together a
'small group' for High

students. Contact
Trinity for more
information at
trinityzubeck@gmail.com

Temporarily Paused

The LWA Youth, along with

_| adult volunteers provide an
A ongoing monthly community
service project with the
Department of Child
Services (DCS).

On the 3rd Saturday of each
month we meet at 10:00am
at the DCS offices located at
3925 East Broadway,
Phoenix, AZ.

We typically spend about an
hour or so cleaning the
family visitation rooms and

|J Contact Us

School and College Age |

Community Service
N

Living Word Ahwatukee 1 Youth Update

Join us every Sunday at 9:45

Remember: If you need to speak with one of us
just text Michelle at 602-684-1665 anytime.

The Beatitudes Part 2

WHAT DOES

: ; Last week officially
By , started our series on the
st BLESSED ARE  peatitudes as we looked

~__THEPOOR IN
- SPIRIT" MEAN?

at the first two of them
in Matthew 5:3-4

As we discussed previously, Jesus was not blessing His
Disciples nor was he giving them a checklist of things they
need to do in order to be blessed. He was declaring the
spiritual values/virtues that are seen in His followers as
blessed in God's eyes and the results of having those values.

We started at the beginning with verse 3 "Blessed are the
poor in spirit,for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." So right
away we want to know who are the "poor in spirit".

We first looked at the words used in the Greek and found
that the word used for 'poor' means 'beggar'. Beggars not
only have absolutely nothing, more importantly, they KNOW
that they have nothing, that's why they are beggars.

The Greek word for 'spirit’ means 'wind', 'breath’, or 'breath
of life' or in other words, the Holy Spirit.

Putting what we found together with other verses,
translations, and context, we found that to be 'poor in spirit'
is to acknowledge our own sin and spiritual emptiness, being
humble before God. It is to accept that the only way out of
our sinful mess is by accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior.

We also looked at what Paul had to say with respect to being
'poor in spirit' in Romans 7:24-25. Paul acknowledged his
own hopelessness in sin and thanked God for delivering him
to life through Jesus Christ.

So, in the very first Beatitude, Jesus is giving ALL of us "Good
News". He is saying that we are fortunate and full of divine

| | Joy when we humble ourselves and acknowledge our sin
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| the toys that the children
play with while they are
there.

Please join us and be a part
of this blessing we bring to
these children, to their
families and to the tireless
workers at DCS.

1 Youth is continuing to
collect "Personal Care
Items" for the teens in
foster care throughout the
year. Items for both male
and female teens are being
collected in the bin just
outside our youth room.
These items will be sorted
into personal bags and
given to DCS to be
distributed to teens who

#1 may not even have their

own tooth brush or comb.

“| Whenever you're out

shopping for your own
personal care items such as
soap, deodorant, tooth

“| paste, feminine hygiene

items or when you see the
"travel size" shampoo,
mouthwash, etc., pick up a
few extra items and drop
them in the bin.

Help share God's love by
letting these teens know
that somebody really does
care about them.

Bible verse of the month

Isaiah 41:10

10 So do not fear, for I am
with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right
hand.

[

Foster Care Teens Personal Ji&
Care Items

e

| before God, asking for His divine grace & mercy through our ||

Lord Jesus Christ. Only then can we be forgiven and enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Next we looked at verse 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted."

We found that the second Beatitude was similar in that the
Greek word for 'mourn’, meaning to have deep grief or
intense sorrow, usually in reference to the dead, is also used
in reference to mourning over our own sins and the sins of
others.

Rather than referring to the personal sorrows,
disappointments, and losses that we experience in life, Jesus
is describing the mourning of our spirit over our sins and our
separation from God.

We looked at a few examples of 'mourning in our spirit' in
Isaiah 59:1-3 and also in Psalm 51 where we find King David
deeply expressing intense sorrow for what he had done. We
were also reminded of what he had actually done in order to
better understand the intensity of his sins.

We then looked at the Greek word for 'comfort’ which
literally means to be 'called near' in order to receive aid and
we determined, in this context, that it refers to being called
near to or invited by God to His side.

We said that many times, when we do acknowledge our sin,
our first instinct (of the flesh) is to run and hide from God
(like Adam and Eve). Rather, Jesus is telling us we should
run to God for comfort not run away from Him.

We said that being deeply grieved over our sin leads us to
repentance (change in direction) and should cause us to seek
God to ask for His grace and mercy.

When we put these first two Beatitudes all together, with the
overall context they are in, Jesus is telling us that we are all
supremely joyful when we acknowledge our own sin and are
deeply grieved in our heart over it because we are called to
God's side to receive His grace and comfort in the Kingdom
of Heaven.

This was unheard of and was amazingly good news for the
Disciples and the others who were there listening.

We imagined what it must have been like to grow up in the
Jewish religion and culture of rules and good works and
having our minds completely blown in just these first two
verses of Jesus' teaching. We would want to hear more.

This was just the beginning. We'll be looking at more of the
Beatitudes next time.

Upcoming Events

Keep your eye out as we continue to restart other Youth
activities and events.
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#" Let us know if you have any questions.

Have a blessed day,

L
A Chris & Michelle Miller
1 Youth Ministry
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